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“...AT THE PROPER TIME WE WILL REAP
A HARVEST IF WE DO NOT GIVE UP” (GAL 6:9)
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Pearl Arthur John

The mandate of Christ has few
parallels in the history of any
directive that has ever been set

forth on the face of the earth. The God
of the great commission who spelt out
in no uncertain terms, “Go into all the
world and make disciples…” (Mt 28:19),
is the same God who stipulates, “Do you
not say, four months more and then the
harvest? I tell you, open your eyes and
look at the fields! They are ripe for
harvest” (Jn 4:35). The compassionate
Christ who advocated direct, deliberate
and determined evangelism across the
four corners of the world in Matthew 28
is the self same compelling communi-
cator who urges His disciples to engage
in this enterprise with a sense of urgency
in John 4. The unequivocal decree, “Do
not say four months more and then the
harvest” clearly implores the disciples to
shake out of their complacency and be
so fueled and energized to rivet them-
selves to the cause. The urgency of
Christ’s words highlights the certainty
and criticality of active involvement of
Christians in the big harvest. The book
of John poignantly captures the mandate.
I have outlined here ten Harvest
Imperatives from the divine perspective
as depicted in John’s gospel.

1. Divine Ordination

“No one can see the Kingdom of God
unless he is born again (Jn 3:3)” said
Jesus to Nicodemus and thus defined
the prerequisite for the life after. It is the
preordained will of God that one be born
again before he sets his sights on His
kingdom. Further, it was ordained that
the Son of man be lifted up as Moses
lifted up the snake in the desert (Jn
3:13,14) and everyone who believes in

Him may have eternal life. God deter-
mined the way of salvation before the
foundations of the world were laid and
had crafted the means for man to find
God. The depraved nature of man has
no other alternative than the Blood of
the Lamb to be reconciled to God. God
will have it no other way. Hence the Way
came into the world in the fullness of
time to accomplish that which was
purposed by God (Jn 14:6; Heb 1:2).

The God of the enduring Kingdom who
devised the way of salvation also has
ordained the mechanism through which
the salvation should reach mankind.
The history of the Samaritan woman
illustrates this aptly. The divine ordinance
brought Jesus to Samaria and at Jacob’s
well. His striking a conversation with
the woman charts out the primary
mechanism for reaping the harvest—
communication. Had Jesus merely sat
there in silence observing the woman at
the well, nothing would have emanated
out of that encounter. Jesus, by taking
the initial step of engaging in a conver-
sation paved the path for a lasting impact
on the life of one woman and the lives of
so many villagers. This ensured that
those who drank the water He gave would
never thirst (Jn 4:14). The proponents
of ‘life should speak’ and ‘lip need not’
ought to read the Samaritan woman’s
story closely. It is divinely ordained that
the way to salvation be communicated
to the lost. God has ordained harvest
through communication.

2. Divine Love

The classical verse, “For God so loved
the world that He gave His only Son, that
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whoever believes in Him shall not perish
but have everlasting life (Jn 3:16)” is a
standing testament down through the
ages proclaiming the unparalleled love
of God. It is this love that prompted the
God of the universe to defy the laws of
nature and drive His way into a woman’s
womb. That Father God should send His
Son and not reveal His own self is
another facet of love demonstrated.
Which father would save his life at the
cost of his son’s? That God should send
His Son as a sacrificial Lamb is more
painful for God than for His coming on
His own. Why should He love mankind
so much? Since He values one soul more
than the entire world, as it is stated,
“what profits a man if he were to gain
the entire world but lose his own soul”
(Mk 8:36).

The value that God holds for the life
of a human soul is far beyond the riches,
glamour and attractions of the world put
together. The love lavished on man took
Him to the cross and He willed to have
His sacred body scourged and spat upon
by the very men whom He came seeking
after! That is divine love in action. It is
this love that constrained the men of
yore, Moses and Paul, to have their
names deleted from the Book of Life for
the sake of the lives of others and be
cursed for the well being of their
counterparts (Ex 32:32; Rom 9:3). This
Love beckons the average Christian,
busy pursuing his own interests with
little or no inclination to make a
difference in the lives of those lost souls.
The example Jesus left is precisely one
of extravagant love. That is the mandate
for Christians all over, to love their
contemporaries in such a way that the
love of God is revealed to them. To a
world that thirsts for love, the feeble acts
of Erotic or Platonic kinds are not
enduringly satisfying. The Agape love
alone can satiate the insatiable desires

of man’s heart. This love cannot be
demonstrated but by the active
involvement of each Christian in carrying
out the mandate of Christ.

3. Divine Glory

Christ’s prayer to “glorify the Son” is
closely linked to the mission for which
He came into the world (Jn 17:1,2). The
glory of Christ is impinged on achieving
His mandate (v 4) and His mandate is to
“give eternal life to all…” (v 2). He glorified
God by living His mission completely and
His glory is the glory of His Father! (v 5).
“Glory to God” was the beginning of the
message that angels brought to shepherds
at the advent of Christ. The efforts of the
evil one is to usurp the glory that
rightfully belongs to God. His devious
works in the heart of man are evidence
to his schemes. Christ came to restore
man to God and thus return the glory of
God’s creation (man) to what he should
be doing — glorifying God.

The purpose of our existence is that
we may glorify Him (1 Cor 10:31). There
is no better way to glorify Him than by
dispensing His directive. Hence Christ
in his prayer of John 17 prayed for those
who would believe through His disciples.
The glory of God is revealed when Christ
is born in the hearts of repentant sinners
and paves a pathway for a relationship
with God for eternity. “This is eternal life:
that they may know You, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have
sent (Jn 17:3).” Jesus’ definition of
eternal life is enlightening—knowing God
is eternal life! How does one know God
if those who know Him would not care
enough to share Him with others?
Knowledge of God cannot be disse-
minated in a vacuum. It needs active
vessels to expend themselves in the
cause of the Kingdom and not shy to wet
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their fingers or get their feet dirty so that
the glorious gospel of Christ could be
spelt out to those who have not heard.
Divine glory should be the key motivation
for our harvesting efforts. The numerous
counterfeits who bask in self-glorification,
engage in building empires that have
little semblance to the Kingdom. The
pressing need is for Christians every-
where to seek His glory as they invest
their time in “bringing in the sheaves.”

4. Divine Diktat

Jesus did not mince words when He
said ‘Go’. It is a short, sweet but authori-
tative command. He, the Lord of the
harvest orders— GO!  We, the labourers
ought to obey. Think of the labourer who
hears the order and dozes under a tree
below the eagle eye of the Master. He’ll
be fired right away— FIRED indeed!
Jesus did not request us, beg us or plead
with us to ‘GO’ rather commanded us to
‘GO’ and be on the job of harvesting.

“Behold… they are already white for
harvest” (Jn 4: 35). The harvest is ready!!
People across the globe are athirst for
the sublime experience that transcends
struggles and surges with an unequivocal
peace. Young and old are open to the
gospel as never before. The gospel seeds
sown by tent makers and missionaries
are fructiferous as never before. While
the opposition is on the rise the “good
ground” are eager to produce. The
missing link is the harvesters. Sowers
have done an excellent job and continue
to do a great job. Nature cries out in
anguish and sends signals such as the
Tsunami and earthquakes to warn
mankind to take stock of their lives. The
gospel is being preached in every
conceivable medium. Indeed, the divine
call is for the reapers to recognize that
the crop is ready for harvest and get to
work in the lives of people. Harvesting

is to get the sown seeds—gospel into a
definite commitment to Christ.

The need is now more than ever for
Christians to move in response to the
diktat and assist the souls sown with the
gospel seeds into surrendering their lives
to Christ. Jesus’ words, “I sent you to
reap that for which you have not labored;
others have labored and you have
entered into their labors” rings so clearly.
It’s our duty to obey the commander and
reap the white harvest! (1 Cor 3:6).

5. Divine Pattern

The words of Jesus, “… Son can do
nothing of Himself, but what He sees the
Father do; for whatever He does the Son
also does in like manner,” sets a clear
standard for the harvesters. During His
earthly stint, Jesus never missed an
opportunity in the temple or out in the
tavern, at the sycamore tree or by the
sick bed to save the lost. His response
to his detractors who questioned His
good works in the lives of people was,
“My Father has been working until now
and I have been working” (Jn 5:17)

Harvesters have no better example
than the Master Harvester to follow. He
continued to work without respite. In a
world that scrounges to ape the popular
television evangelists who sway the
crowds with their well-rehearsed
speeches and manoeuvres, but not care
enough to reach out to a needy lonely
soul, we are called to continue in His
footsteps so that the work He commen-
ced in the lives of people will continue
and conclude in a rich harvest.

6. Divine Promise

“Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour
is coming and now is, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God;
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and those who hear will live” said Jesus
(Jn 5:25). This is God’s guarantee for the
harvesters! Those dead in sin and  given
to depravity will hear His voice! The
adverb used is definitive. There is no
sense of ambiguity or uncertainty. There
are no second thoughts or room for
change. When the harvesters enter the
fields in their bid to reap, they will
experience this promise of God coming
to fruition. They will not merely hear His
voice but will live! The best of medical
practitioners in the world cannot get a
dead man to live in the physical context.
The spiritual dimension gets much more
complex! No one can revive the soul but
the Son. Hence the emphatic statement,
“will live”! In a world where competing
noises seek to distract the sheep, Jesus
said, ‘My sheep will listen to My voice’
(Jn 10:27). The Shepherd’s voice needs
to be carried to the sheep. Once the
sheep hear His voice, His sheep will
respond positively! That is His Word. The
task for the harvesters is to let the sheep
hear His voice. That His sheep will
respond to His voice is a certainty. No
conflicting noises can bring dissonance
to the sheep and they will not follow a
stranger (v 5).

He further stated, “I have other sheep
that are not of this sheep pen. I must
bring them also. They too will listen to
My voice” (v 16). The voice of the
Shepherd has been ringing clear for the
last two millennia. The need is now than
ever before to bring His sheep in. No
power on earth can snatch the sheep
away from His hand! (v 28). The promise
of God is certain and sure. Heaven and
earth may pass away but the Word of
the Lord will not pass away. His promise
to every harvester who makes that feeble
effort to reap is that those who hear will
live. Equipped with this word of promise
one may boldly venture into the fields

and nudge those eager souls into a
commitment to Christ.

7. Divine Provision

Seeing the multitudes coming towards
Him, Jesus was concerned to provide
them with bread that satisfies the body.
(Jn 6:1-15). The economics expert
Philip’s quick mathematics raised what
seemed an impossible proposition;
“Eight months wages would not buy
enough bread for each one to have a
bite!” Christ’s economy defies the
financial understanding of the world. His
supply of bread was not only for the
disciples but also for the multitudes and
they had excess! As the harvesters
embark on their mission, God’s provision
is real not merely for those involved in
the harvest, but also for those who are
harvested!  Those who are engaged in
the harvest work need not fear for their
earthly needs nor should those who
make their commitment to Christ worry
about making their two ends meet. The
divine provision is ordered and is
available beyond the needs! “My prayer
is not for them alone, I pray also for those
who will believe in me through their
message” (Jn 17:20). Jesus’ prayer for
those who will believe in Him much
before they were ever conceived is a clear
testament of His provision.

The hand that provides for the
harvesters, nevertheless imparts a key
learning, “Do not work for food that
spoils, but for food that endures to
eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give you” (Jn 6:27). The harvesters or the
harvested, need not concern themselves
with the food that spoils. That has
already been provisioned! The true bread
of life will ensure they do not go hungry
or thirsty (Jn 6:35). So why worry, for
He has spoken and His words are true!
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8. Divine Timing

Christ knew His time (Jn 7:6). He
refrained from going up to the feast (v 8)
and desisted pressures from His mother
to act when the wedding celebrations ran
dry without wine at Cana (Jn 2:1-11).
He recognized the importance of achieving
His purposes in His time. It is extremely
critical that everything is done in its
assigned time. Ecclesiastes lucidly
portrays the importance of timing, “there
is a time to rejoice, there is a time to ….”
(Eccl 3). It is inappropriate to smile and
give oneself to laughter when the
situation warrants sorrow and expres-
sion of grief. Similarly it is improper to
shed tears and wail in sorrow when the
situation demands expressions of joy.
There is a time to sow and there is a time
to reap. It is God’s timing now for reaping!

The actions of the harvesters need to
be becoming of the season! This is the
day of salvation (2 Cor 6:2). This is the
period of grace and dispensation of God’s
loving kindness and tender mercies. A
time is coming when the night will
overshadow the day and darkness will
loom larger than light; when no one can
work (Jn 12:35; 9:4). Before that day
comes on us, let us reach out, dispel the
darkness, pronounce the Light and bring
in the sheaves!

9. Divine Direction

The resurrected Christ established a
divine principle that is critical for any
harvester to not lose sight of. Even as
the disciples went about struggling an
entire night for a catch of fish in futility,
the Architect of the harvest stood by
watching them. They did not seek His
guidance nor did they recognize His
presence, much like many Christian
efforts that neither has the sanction nor
the authority of Christ. These are ill-

conceived, man-directed efforts that is
geared by the wisdom of man rather than
the counsel of God. Such efforts will
result in exhaustion and frustration
similar to the disciples’.

When Jesus urged His disciples,
“throw your net on the right side of the
boat and you will find some,” they
experienced the divine direction to their
human efforts (Jn 21:6). That is so
critical in the work of harvest today. The
catch is ripe and is full but the fishers of
men are busy investing their time and
energy in the wrong side of the boat!
When Jesus’ direction is adopted
unquestioningly the harvest is certain
to be beyond what one can possibly
imagine! A catch so heavy that single
handedly one cannot haul in but
necessarily require the assistance of
others. Oh! that we may seek His
intervention in our feeble efforts.

10. Divine Reward

The kernel of wheat, unless it falls
down and dies, will remain single. But if
it dies it produces many seeds (Jn
12:24). The harvester’s reward is two-
fold. The act of falling down and dying
will bring about multiplicity of seeds and
this in turn brings honour from the
Father! (v 26).

The harvester’s efforts are not in vain.
It brings in eternal rewards from the
eternal God. Christ has gone to prepare
a place for us (Jn 14:2). He shall come
back to take us in His glory. Faithful
service will receive a sure reward from
the Faithful God.

May the Divine hand that creates,
cultivates and culminates the harvest so
ignite us with His word that we leave no
stone unturned to meet His mandate on
‘Harvest !’ Amen!! ppppp
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For them—everything changed in the twinkle
of the eye. Family decimated, camp food,
shelter in sheds, no income, old clothes…
For us—nothing has changed. Our food is
the same cereals and desserts, our stay in
our cozy familiar homes, our trips to the
supermarkets and tailors—though we have
all tried to give our “mites” to tsunami victims.
Is it fair? May be we should sacrifice more to
try Acts 4:34,35 which reads, “There was no
one among them who lacked; for all who
were possessors of lands or houses sold them,
and brought the proceeds of the things that
were sold, and laid them at the apostles’ feet;
and they distributed to each as anyone had
need. ” We appreciated the gifts of the
grandchildren of Mr. Karunakaran (Sivakasi),
to the tsunami affected—three wrist-watches
and a gold chain. God bless them. These
sweet children lost something so that the
hapless may gain something. Jesus became
poor that we may become rich. Have we
become any less comfortable in seeking to
give comfort to those afflicted by the tragedy?

Mrs. Prema Dhanaraj from Colachel writes:Mrs. Prema Dhanaraj from Colachel writes:Mrs. Prema Dhanaraj from Colachel writes:Mrs. Prema Dhanaraj from Colachel writes:Mrs. Prema Dhanaraj from Colachel writes:

“We were ten minutes through the Sunday
Service when crowds rushed into the Church
screaming and weeping. Hearing the news
we too wept with them. Relief was quickly
organized by the Government and NGOs. Dead
bodies started arriving by truck loads to the
Government Hospital, opposite the Church.
We prepared rice porridge for the displaced
which was soon taken over by other agencies.
People wanted tea. So for ten days we prepared
800 cups of tea everyday.

“In the meanwhile we received intimation
and encouragement from Blessing Youth
Mission office to go ahead with whatever
relief work we could do. So we continued
with fervour to serve the people. In spite of
all relief work people are still limping. Living
in temporary sheds, it’s hard for them to
make a living. We are supplying milk powder
to babies, airbags, school bags, uniforms,

vessels, stationery, soap, dettol, clothes, fishing
nets, etc. Blessing Youth Mission partners,
my husband and daughter Regina Boaz,
Dr. Rosita and Mr. Ubalo stood with us in the
work. We continue to rehabilitate the fisher-
folk. It is a long road.”

Mr. Thanasingh from Nagapattinam writes:Mr. Thanasingh from Nagapattinam writes:Mr. Thanasingh from Nagapattinam writes:Mr. Thanasingh from Nagapattinam writes:Mr. Thanasingh from Nagapattinam writes:

“December 26th is an unforgettable day.
Days have rolled by but the sorrow and the
smell of death lingers. As instructed from
BYM Headquarters we started relief operations
in and around Nagapattinam. Since my wife
is the headmistress of Kallaar Government
School and familiar with the Panchayat, we
chose Kallaar for our relief work. People
requested a suitcase to keep their belongings.
So we supplied 280 families with a suitcase
(Rs. 300/- each). We have provided text books,

Tsunami Relief
Dr. Mrs.  Lilian Stanley

(Contd. page 12)
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FEED ORISSAFEED ORISSAFEED ORISSAFEED ORISSAFEED ORISSA
An update by Mr. A. Philip Bishoyi

Dear Good Samaritans,

By your help, many wounded by the
thief, have been restored to health and are
back on their job. Some are still in the inn,
recovering. They thank you, because you
have taken the time to stop by, apply oil
and wine, bind their wounds and put them
in the inn. You have also paid for their
stay in the inn. But for your help, many
would have died of negligence.

Some of our TB patients who came to
us in a very pathetic state are in the pink
of health now. You will be excited to know
that we have completed the treatment of
300 TB patients. All glory to God. The
occasion was celebrated on the 24th of
March, the International Day of Tuber-
culosis.

The month of December is the happiest
month for every Christian of any denomi-
nation all over the world. We celebrated
Christmas in 25 villages. Above 1100 people
heard the message of Christmas—many
for the first time. We took part in the
Christmas lunch in a few villages. The
Kholabahal people testified that it was their
first Christmas without country liquor and
contention. On seeing us one boy ran to
announce in the village, “The Halleluiah
people have come!” In Khermeli village,
worship service is being conducted in Mr.
Nirupama Suna’s house. He has donated

Christmas in a village

Bishop C. K. Das dedicating the Computer

us a piece of land to build a Church. In
Bhamanipatna, 22 accepted the Lord
during the Christmas programme.

We had a very profitable time with Mr.
& Mrs. Biswanath Samal whom we had
invited for the Staff Retreat, January 2005.
Mr. Collet, our good friend and wellwisher
in Diptipur was struck by a truck and died
on the spot. Pray for the bereaved.

Over the past four years, congregations
have sprung up in 32 villages. Praise the
Lord! Therefore we have decided to
purchase a two-wheeler. We feel we should
go in for our own Centre. Pray with us for
God’s guidance.

It is a great encouragement that nearly
40 people gather once a month in our
center to pray for Revival and Evangelism.

If this continues, the drops that are now
falling will give way to mighty showers. Our
new LG Computer was installed and Rt.
Rev. C. K. Das, the Bishop of Sambalpur
diocese, was kind enough to dedicate it
and bless the occasion.

Thomas Livingstone has formed 15 Self
Help Groups so far. Each group has 20
members and hence 300 women are
benefited. Maa Santhosini Mahila group
has been given Rs. 10,000/- loan to start
rice business. These women earn not less
than Rs. 20/- per day. Livingstone’s target
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for the year is 100 groups. He has got
streams of adrenaline running in his blood!
Pray for the medical camp he is planning
in April.

We interviewed eleven candidates and
selected four to work in the project. They
had to write a test, face a grilling interview
and do some field work, before they could
be chosen. So Mr. & Mrs. Sunial, Dinesh
and Jasobanthi joined in March.

We conducted a Blessing Festival in
Gutherpalli village. 200 attended. Daya
Sagar film was screened in the night.
People enjoyed the meetings thoroughly
especially because the main speaker
delivered the messages in Sambalpuri, the
village dialect. Though we received threats,
the Lord sent His angels and protected us.

Our Bargarh meeting was attended by
around 200 people. Mr. Lima and Mr.
Manas Ranjan were introduced as BYM
representatives. Both the families are a
great support to us.

Thank you Ida Scudder School (Vellore),
Dr. Chellam Kirubakaran (Scudder
Memorial Hospital, Ranipet), Christ
Church (Singapore), Miss Helen Yesu-
rathinam (Saudi Arabia) for the big parcels
of old clothes. Every year we give these
used clothes for our tribal congregation for
Christmas. Last year we felt they deserve
a set of new clothes and spent rupees one
lakh for the purpose, for Saura believers
alone. This year for Christmas we would

like to bless the new Christians in another
area. Please remember them. We have
enough and more. It is time to think about
our less fortunate brothers and sisters. We
also need plenty of clothes. Kindly collect
and send to R. Christopher Gnanaseelan,
Maaa Mangala Complex, Gopabandhu
Nagar, Near Gurudwar, Jeypore 764001,
Orissa. Tel: 06854-232093.

We are able to go ahead with our plans
as the Lord guides because you are
pushing your currency into our pockets.
God’s work done in God’s time in God’s
way will never lack God’s support. So far
you have sent about 80 lakhs towards
relief and we have spent around 60 lakhs.
Pray for us that we will keep our hands
clean and be wise stewards of God’s
money. The work is expanding. That
means more expenses. Please contact your
friends for partnership in the project. Last
time we had addressed you as, “Dear
fellows in the ship.” We received a letter,
“Can we also get into the ship?” Why not?
There is plenty of space for you and your
friends. Come along. The fields to be
harvested are vast. The night is soon
approaching. Let’s put our shoulders
together and get on the job.

You folks do amazing work and it is an
honor to work in partnership with you.
Thank you and good cheer to you all. n

Address for Correspondence and
Contributions:

BLESSING YOUTH MISSION
Church Colony

Vellore 632 006, India.
Tel: 0416-2242943, 2248943
Email: <bym@sancharnet.in>

Money Orders, Cheques, Bank Drafts to
be sent in favour of BLESSING YOUTH
MISSION, VELLORE.

Any relief material may be sent by SRMT
or TCI Lorry Service to BARGARH, Orissa
and the Way Bill to—Mr. Philip Bishoyi,
Asish Sebasadan, Diptipur 768 035. Tel:
06683-227812 <feed_orissa@yahoo.com>

Maa Santhosini Mahila group
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Days of expectation are supposed to be
far more exciting than the days of its
realization. Preparation for the birthday party
will be more relished than the actual function.
So is the anticipatory joy of the ensuing
holidays after the stress and strain of the
examination. We may long to have the days
that kept us awake during exams be compensated
with sweet holiday slumber. I too had such
dreams till I realized that days passed are
past days and never can they be replayed as
we do in a record player. Time tends to slip
through our loose hands unless it is consciously
guarded and handled. “Time and Tide wait
for none” is a proverb. That is why Bible
says that we walk carefully as wise men and
redeem the time (Eph 5:16). Great men of
God like John Wesley and F. B. Mayer divided
the whole day into small units and gave
assignments to each unit in advance lest
they waste their God-given time in gossiping
and idling. The following tips will be helpful
to invest the holidays profitably.

Vacation provides an occasion to trim
your body and develop your skills. Early
morning jogging, running and exercise energize
your body for the day’s work. If there is a
facility to learn Guitar, Keyboard, Swimming
and Driving vehicles, it can be availed. You
can learn cooking and sewing too. We are
living in the Computer age so it is good to
invest your precious time on this very profitable
enterprise. Summer reminds of sweat and
thirst. To maintain your health during this
season, take plenty of water and seasonal
fruits like watermelon, cucumber and tender
coconut. It is better to avoid bottle drinks,
which contain harmful chemicals as they
will affect your health.

Take special care to cultivate your mental
faculty. Systematic reading habit will build
up your self-confidence and efficiency. A reading
man is a ready man. Nowadays our markets
are flooded with filthy and substandard
books. So, choose the books that will be
enlightening and edifying. Plan to visit places

of historical significance, which can sharpen
your intellect.  Even though Television and
Internet are more informative, if misused
they will damage your character and career.
So, “Handle them with care!”

Look for opportunities to help your parents,
friends and relatives. Be a loving and helpful
person to your family and society. Get to
know the current problems of the society
through screen or print and try to help in
all possible ways. As a family or as friends,
you can visit the Tsunami affected areas
during this vacation and encourage the affected
people by meeting their needs. If you are a
medical student, you can organize some
medical relief camps in such places.

Holidays should also be holy days for
you. Time is a gift from God. The Bible says,
“Our times are in His hands” (Psa 31:15).
Time invested for His cause will bring dividend
that is valued in time and eternity. Spend
more time in the morning in prayer and
Bible meditation. Why don’t you determine
to take it as a project to finish reading the
whole Bible during this summer vacation.
Choose at least one missionary biography to
be read as your assignment. D. L. Moody
shared the gospel with at least one person
everyday. Why don’t you try this method
during this vacation? You will be really
challenged if you could visit any one of the
mission fields during this summer. You can
plan to conduct Vacation Bible School (VBS)
in the nearby village or slum. You will get
an opportunity to display your talents to
win the children to Christ.

As you read this article, you will be
inspired to do something profitable during
this summer vacation 2005.  God who gave
this desire will enable you to fulfill it.
“God helps you to do the things that please
Him. And He gives you the power to do
these things.” (Phil 2:13—Easy to Read
Version).

Happy Hols !

HAPPY HOLHAPPY HOLHAPPY HOLHAPPY HOLHAPPY HOLIDAYS!DAYS!DAYS!DAYS!DAYS!
Godwin Kingsley

Youth Page
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Leadership is not a position to be coveted,
but an influence to be imparted. The secular
world interprets leadership as ascending the
ladder, but from God’s perspective and biblical
insights, the spiritual leadership is descending
into greatness. “The Son of man did not
come to be served, but to serve...” (Mk 10:45).
The proven leaders of the Bible and the
church history have willingly and voluntarily
descended to submit, suffer and serve. The
BYM is committed
to produce Christ-
like servant leaders
and in this process,
Leadership Train-
ing Camps are
organised from
time to time. 36
missionaries of
BYM and two lay
leaders serving in
eight states of India
underwent training
in the recent batch,
which was held in
the serene and sylvan surroundings of Sitteri
Hills, Tamil Nadu, the first mission station
of BYM.

Dr. Ernest Dhanaraj introduced the subject
of Leadership effectively, speaking from his
own life’s rich experience.

He set the ball in motion by categorically
pointing out, “the greatest need of today is
Faithful, Fruitful, Available and Trustworthy
Leaders, on whom God can depend.”

During the ten days programme, fourteen
areas of a vibrant leader were dealt with
systematically. Leadership, Time Management,
Team building, Motivation, Mentoring,
Communication, Role of Women, Christian
home, Christian Counselling, Stewardship,
Goal setting, Integrity, Methods of Evangelism
and Personal Mission Statement were the
strategic subjects.

The faculty members included Dr. Ernest
Dhanaraj, Mr. J. S. Anbu, Dr. Selwyn Ebenezer,

Mr. Vijay Hebbal, Dr. Latha Paul, Mr. James
Kaiser Hosannah, Mr. S. D. Premkumar, Mrs.
Priscilla Rajan and Mr. Pradeep. All the
participants rededicated to serve the Lord
with all sincerity, as they went through a
process of both learning and unlearning.

Mr. Valentine Davidar, with his excellent
teaching skills using the Power Point
presentation stressed the need for integrity,
without any compromise. It was pointed out

that “leadership
before God is
based on Godly
desires of the
inner life and
not on external
qualities (1 Sam
16:17). Choices
in the life of the
leader must
emerge out of
a desire to  ful-
fill God’s pur-
poses and not
out of a desire

to satisfy personal need. Such pounding
statements alerted the budding leaders.

The participants were taken out for a day
of visit to the mission field where they
recollected the humble beginnings, sacrificial
life style of the pioneer missionaries and the
hard work invested in the past for a rich
harvest as of today. The valedictory function
was featured with presentation of certificates
to the participants and a colourful cultural
program of the missionaries which included
a tribal dance, meaningful skit and choreography.

Mr. J. S. Anbu, of Haggai Institute, the
Resident Coordinator, handled the entire
programme with a sense of humour and zeal.
Mr. S. Sarvanan, the Assistant Coordinator,
HRD, organised everything from BYM’s side.
The local arrangements and hospitality were
effectively taken care of by Mr. A. Sundara-
murthy, Mr.S.Samidoss and their team. A
big Thank you for Haggai Institute, India for
providing this National Level Leadership
Training. rrrrr

Descending into Leadership
(A report of the Leadership Training held in Sitteri Hills, Tamilnadu from 31 Jan to 9 Feb 2005)

Peter Luis, Missionary, Maharashtra
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The Blessing Youth Mission’s partners of
Tamilnadu are already marching forward in
the act of harvesting of souls. These harvesters’
hearts were burdened to visit the harvest
fields of BYM to join with the missionaries in
the harvest work atleast for a few days and
also to encourage and motivate the Christian
friends in those areas to get involved in the
missionary work. A team of ten members
under the leadership of Mr. J. Santhakumar,
our Administrative Committee Member in
charge of Promotional Work undertook a
Harvesters’ Tour from February 12th to 23rd
in the State of Orissa.  Missionary P. Chezhian
of Cuttack had made the arrangements.

The Christian friends in Orissa were surprised
and challenged to hear that these ten members
took leave from their secular jobs and visited
the State of Orissa for ministry spending
money from their own pockets towards all
their travel and other expenses.

Mr. Henry Basinger of Madurai joined the
team with his sophisticated musical instruments
and a small choir and ministered through
their singing programme with special numbers
in Oriya, Hindi, English and Tamil. The
team communicated the Biblical truths through
skits, sermons, practical talks etc., which the
Oriya congregation received with great interest
and excitement. The messages of Mr. J.
Santhakumar were translated from English
to Oriya by our missionaries.

The need for lay people’s involvement in
the Lord’s ministry and the truth that every
Christian should work towards soul winning
were emphatically presented to the congre-
gations. The Christians were given practical
hints as to how they can support the missionary
cause through their prayer and liberal giving.
They were impressed upon, that reaching
out to the Adivasi people groups of their
State was their sole responsibility. Revival
meetings were conducted in Jatni, Bhuba-
neshwar, Cuttack, Balasore, Paradeep, Baripada,

BLESSING HARVESTERS’ TOUBLESSING HARVESTERS’ TOUBLESSING HARVESTERS’ TOUBLESSING HARVESTERS’ TOUBLESSING HARVESTERS’ TOURRRRR!!!!!
G. Stephen

Aathiguda and in Balasingh. From 100-300
people attended each meeting. When the
team visited the graveyard of the martyr
missionary Graham Steins, the heart of each
member of the team was moved emotionally.
We rededicated our lives as we stood in
front of the graveyard and prayed. The time
that we spent in the house of (late) Graham
Steins and our subsequent visit to the Hospital
built in Baripada in his loving memory are
unforgettable. It is my desire that many more
Harvesters’ tours be organized in the coming
days so that the great commission of our
Lord Jesus Christ will be speeded up in our
country towards its fulfillment. rrrrr

Instrument Boxes and Uniforms for 300
students. Uniforms were supplied for 275
primary students and 48 polytecnic students.
The need still is enormous. Mr. John Paul
and Sheeba, my daughter helped us a lot.
Mr. E.L. Ephraim, Headmaster of Findlay
Higher Secondary School, Mannargudi and
team joined the work. They are regularly
counseling the affected. What do we do for
these who face an uncertain future?”

We have decided to choose ten families to
receive a sewing machine (Rs. 3,500/- each).
We are also planning to give a cot to 500
families (Rs.1850/- each). Please participate
enthusiastically.a n

(Contn. page 7)
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News from Fields
Compiled by E. L. Mathansingh, Field Coordinator

The Blessing Youth Mission has stationed
over 300 missionaries in 13 States of India,
namely Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, Tamilnadu, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal, for revival ministries
and cross-cultural missionary evangelism leading
to church planting in churchless places. The
news of various fields is compiled here for
PRAISE and PRAYER.
ANDHRA PRADESH
æ Praise God for the miracle experienced by
the following: Swarnalatha (delivered from
Demon possession); Mercy Shini (conceived
after 10 yrs.); Vimala Kumari (healed from leg
pain); Jyothsana (healed from stomach problem).
æ Missionary P. Selvam challenged the
congregation of Zion church, Vijayawada in a
Mission Sunday service, for active involvement
in fulfilling God’s Great Commission. 25 youth
responded to the missionary call.
æ Shankara Rao, Appalasatyam, Venkatasatyam,
Arjun, Ramapadu and Rama Rao are facing
problems from their family members because
of their faith in Christ. Pray that the Lord may
strengthen them and help them to witness for
the truth boldly.
æ Mrs. Simhachalam a believer in Korukonda
village had her home call recently; the hope of
resurrection and eternal life was shared to her
non-Christian relatives in the funeral service.
æ Mr. Balashowary donated an offering of
Rs. 81,300/- the total sales amount of his property
for missionary work responding to the article,
“Treasure” that appeared in Blessing magazine.
God blesses the cheerful givers.
ASSAM
æ In a meeting conducted in Borjuli Tea Estate
106 people heard God’s word; missionaries
Andrias Soni and Michaelsingh from Jabalpur
challenged them for holy living. Pray for the
follow up.
æ 12 young people committed their lives to Christ
in a retreat for students (SOZO) held in Sibsagar.
æ God gave an opportunity to our missionaries
to minister to the congregation of Sibsagar
Central Baptist Church.

æ Pray for the forthcoming Blessing literature
programme in Kohima, the Capital of Nagaland,
where 96% of the population is Christian. Pray
that God may send His latter rain among His
people in this strategic city.
GUJARAT
æ In a youth rally conducted in  Anand CNI
Girls’ hostel, 50 students heard the gospel and
26 among them accepted Jesus Christ as their
personal Saviour.
æ Undela, Mathar and Haripura villages were
visited by the Deborah team in Nadiad; pray
for the seekers in these villages.
æ Pray for the arrangements of the proposed
Blessing Literature Drive Programme in
Ahmedabad city in the month of May 2005.
æ Missionary Shadrack has joined the Nadiad
team to speed up the ministry among the students.
KARNATAKA
æ One year old Raju suddenly lost strength in
his hands and legs and became paralysed but
received a miraculous healing through prayers.
Hallelujah!
æ God blessed the Sunday School Teachers’
Training Camp conducted in Yellapur. 26 people
were blessed and challenged to do ministry among
the children.
æ 45 lady believers turned up with much
enthusiasm for the retreat held in Bilki.
Missionary Jeya Jothiraj motivated the
participants to be ideal women in the society.
æ Pray for the salvation of Bhimsi, Sunil,
Mahadev, Yamunnavva, Shivappa, Geetha,
Prasad, Rupa, Godavari, Prakash, Saraswathi,
Rupa Rajendran, Annapurna and Sumangala.
æ An exclusive programme was organized for
the exam going students in Jamkhandi. 120
students attended. Pray for their future.
æ Pray for a divine touch in the lives of the
following: Rajeshwari (Hemorrhage); Sujatha
(Acute back pain); Ashirwad, Ramayya (Alco-
holism) and Summitra  (Childlessness).
æ Believers in Kathijapur are in a backslidden
condition; pray for God’s restoration. Pray that
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all the members of our congregations should
be a community saturated with God and never
turn back.
æ God’s enablement and help for missionary
Suma Shantha Gowda, who is in the family way.
æ Pray that worshiping groups should emerge
in the villages— Jodikatta, Halladamane,
Sanavalli and Kodambi.
æ Newly married couple John Milton and Bama
has joined the Alnavar team. Pray for their fruitful
ministry in the new area.
MADHYA PRADESH
æ Praise God for the prayer meetings conducted
in Khandwa and Shahgarh villages, in which
43 believers fasted and prayed with passion for
the perishing souls.
æ Shyamlal a believer in Shahgarh brought
Suvahilal’s family into Christ; pray that God
may remove all the opposition they are facing
because of their faith.
æ In answer to the prayers of our believers and
missionaries, God miraculously healed Dashrath
from epilepsy. Praise the Lord!
æ 320 students were greatly blessed through
the special meetings conducted for the exam
goers in Katni and Jabalpur. Pray that God may
enable them to secure good marks in their
examinations.
æ Seekers’ meetings were conducted in Ramtoria
and Jabalpur; 48 people enthusiastically
participated and decided to follow Jesus. Pray
that they may openly confess their faith to their
near and dear.
æ Ladies of Gayatrinagar are regularly gathering
for Bible study. Pray for the spiritual and
numerical growth of this prayer cell.
æ Pray that the parents of the Sunday school
children in Deori may come to know Christ
after seeing the upright living of their children.
Kids can very much influence their parents.
æ Dr. K.Thirumalai (93 yrs), a godly and
renowned Christian leader of Sagar had his home
call on 6 January 2005. Praise God for his
admirable and fruitful life that remained as a
pillar of strength to the missionaries around.
He was one of the founding members of Indian
Evangelical Mission, Evangelical Fellowship
of India and Emmanuel Hospitals Association.
Pray that God may raise many leaders like him.

MAHARASHTRA
æ God enabled our missionaries to arrange a
family retreat in Gargoti.100 people joyfully
attended and got challenged to lead an exemplary
Christian family life.
æ Five people obeyed God in water baptism;
pray that God may enable them to bear the fruits
of righteousness in their lives.
æ Pray for the speedy recovery of Shakuntala
who fractured both her legs in an accident.
æ Through prayers Shanthabhai and Ashish
got Government jobs; pray that they may be
witnesses in their work spots.
æ Pray for the divine deliverance of Anand (Evil
spirit); Sunita (inability to walk); Alka (Acute
stomach pain); Balvant (Brain problem); Anil
and Kusum (Kidney stone) and Arshada
(Asthma).
æ Missionary couple T. Dhanaraj and Daisy
has moved to Mumbai to concentrate on revival
and literature ministries. Missionary Reuben
Koilpitchai has joined the missionary team in
Gargoti.
ORISSA
æ Bore wells were sunk and hand pumps were
erected in Borandipara, Palasgaon and Phupugaon
villages with the help of EFICOR.
æ Blessing festival was conducted in Sindhiguda
village, in which 75 believers enthusiastically
participated. Four new believers received the
anointing of the Holy Spirit.
æ Five people committed their lives to Christ
and fulfilled the act of obedience through water
baptism in Jabapadar. Pray for their spiritual
growth.
æ Gospel was shared with the villagers through
songs and skits in Balasingh by a team of
believers from Tamilnadu, who came on a Needy
Land Tour to this remote area.
æ Pray for the inmates of our Blessing Children
Homes in Ramagiri and Umerkote to excel in
their studies.
æ The families of Durja and Parsu are facing
stiff opposition from their relatives as they are
following Christ. Pray that God may give them
the needed grace and strength at this hour of
severe trials.
æ Pray for the divine healing of our 5 believers
in Saura area, who are badly affected by
tuberculosis. Many of our believers are down
with various diseases due to malnutrition.
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RAJASTHAN
æ Praise God for Teena and Madhuri who have
decided to accept Jesus Christ as their personal
Saviour and follow His foot prints.
æ 35 believers participated joyfully in a believers’
retreat conducted in Singhana. One among the
believers shared the word of God. Pray that
many such leaders may rise from our
congregations.
æ Eleven year old boy Jitu was miraculously
healed from fits; because of this power encounter,
God opened the door among ‘Mali’ people group
for the gospel.
æ Pray for Praveel, one of our believers, who
is very much discouraged because of the frequent
deaths in his family. The peace of God that
passes all understanding should comfort him.
æ Our believers Kissanji and Makanji are
bringing many of their relatives to our worship
service in Neem-ka-thana.
æ Mr.& Mrs. Udayban Singh Rana, our
missionaries from Madhya Pradesh have joined
our team in Neem-Ka-Thana.
TAMILNADU
æ Praise God for the 1175 people who were
met with the Good News in 29 villages through
the intensive evangelism carried out by our
missionaries and believers from Tamilnadu fields.
They have conducted night meetings and
distributed tracts and established strategic
contacts.
æ Danapal, Kamalam, Kulla, Jothi, Mallika,
Packiyam, Lakshmi, Dhanam and Kuppusami
are seeking God with genuine interest. Pray
that God may open their eyes of understanding.
æ Our missionaries started a new worship service
in S. Thathampatti village. 25 believers are regularly
gathering to grow in their spiritual life.
æ Missionary Anuradha Perumal, serving in a
remote area lost her twin babies in the womb.
Pray for God’s comfort and needed health.
æ Deepa, Vasanthi, Ruckmani and Murugan are
coming newly to our worship service in
Pungamaduvu; pray that they may have a genuine
change of heart, mind and lifestyle.
æ Pray for the divine healing of Danapal,
Kalaiyarasi, Nagammal and  Periyaye (Paralysis);
Madupapa (Cancer); Kamala and Kansala

WANTED TEACHERS!

Blessing Primary School, Sitteri Hills,
Tamilnadu urgently needs dedicated, T.T.C./
B.Ed, Female Christian Teachers to handle
the classes from K.G. to V. Apply with
details—

BLESSING YOUTH MISSION

Church Colony, Vellore 632006

<bym@sancharnet.in>

WANTEWANTEWANTEWANTEWANTEDDDDD !!!!!
1) Post Graduate Trained Teachers in

Physics, Chemistry, Maths and Tamil.
2) Graduate Trained Teachers in Maths,

English, History, Geography and
Physics.

3) Physical education teachers with
B.P.Ed. or M.P.Ed.

4) Graduate or Post Graduate Child Care
workers (Men & Women).

5) Graduate or Post Graduate Residential
Tutors (Men & Women).

Committed Christian candidates may
apply with details to—

Correspondent
Santhosha Vidhyalaya

Dohnavur 627 102
Tel: 04365-265068

(Tumor); Subramani (Asthma) and Sathyamurthy
(Heart problem).
æ Our Students For Jesus have sold Blessing
literature worth Rs. 1,22,000/- in a Statewide
programme in Tamilnadu.
WEST BENGAL
æ Blessing books were sold in Keswick meetings
held in Kolkata.
æ The Lord enabled to release the gospel
tract, Blessing for you and the books, How to
be Saved and To Dear Students in Bengali.
æ A retreat for the Staff of Assam and West
Bengal was conducted on March 16 and 17 in
Siliguri. Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Mathansingh motivated
the missionaries to work out a tangible strategy
to reach the North Eastern States. ppppp
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BLESSING, CHURCH COLONY, VELLORE 632 006, INDIA (TEL: 0416-2242943, 2248943)  <bym@sancharnet.in>

(A National Camp for Families of BYM Partners)

2005 May 12 Thursday 6.30 pm to 15 Sunday 12.00 noon2005 May 12 Thursday 6.30 pm to 15 Sunday 12.00 noon2005 May 12 Thursday 6.30 pm to 15 Sunday 12.00 noon2005 May 12 Thursday 6.30 pm to 15 Sunday 12.00 noon2005 May 12 Thursday 6.30 pm to 15 Sunday 12.00 noon

BLESSING CENTRE, SITTERI HILLSBLESSING CENTRE, SITTERI HILLSBLESSING CENTRE, SITTERI HILLSBLESSING CENTRE, SITTERI HILLSBLESSING CENTRE, SITTERI HILLS
Our first Mission Station

(Near Harur town in Dharmapuri District, Tamilnadu)

A Family oriented programme!
Songs & WorshipSongs & WorshipSongs & WorshipSongs & WorshipSongs & Worship Bible StudyBible StudyBible StudyBible StudyBible Study
Group DiscussionsGroup DiscussionsGroup DiscussionsGroup DiscussionsGroup Discussions IntercessionIntercessionIntercessionIntercessionIntercession
Questions and AnswersQuestions and AnswersQuestions and AnswersQuestions and AnswersQuestions and Answers Talent NightTalent NightTalent NightTalent NightTalent Night
Skits & GamesSkits & GamesSkits & GamesSkits & GamesSkits & Games Practical TalksPractical TalksPractical TalksPractical TalksPractical Talks
 Separate Sessions for Youth & Children Separate Sessions for Youth & Children Separate Sessions for Youth & Children Separate Sessions for Youth & Children Separate Sessions for Youth & Children

Messages from English to Tamil

A Camp that will equip you to witness for Christ as a Family.A Camp that will equip you to witness for Christ as a Family.A Camp that will equip you to witness for Christ as a Family.A Camp that will equip you to witness for Christ as a Family.A Camp that will equip you to witness for Christ as a Family.

Pray! Plan! Participate!

Registration Fee at the Camp Site:Registration Fee at the Camp Site:Registration Fee at the Camp Site:Registration Fee at the Camp Site:Registration Fee at the Camp Site:

Rs. 75/- (for adult);   Rs 50/- (for Children 5-12 yrs.)

For more details, Contact:For more details, Contact:For more details, Contact:For more details, Contact:For more details, Contact:
Mr. A. Suthanthirasingh

13 Sparton Avenue, Mugappair, Chennai 600 050
Tel: 044-26560734 / Cell: 9381008382

HARVESTERS FAMILY CAMP 2005HARVESTERS FAMILY CAMP 2005HARVESTERS FAMILY CAMP 2005HARVESTERS FAMILY CAMP 2005HARVESTERS FAMILY CAMP 2005


